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On StandardNET:

ALBERT R. HUNT: The 
Bloomberg News columnist 
says that despite the glitches 
and widespread complaints 
over its poor implementation, 
Obamacare can still be an ef-
fective program.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

A recent study from the 
University of Utah, Utah 
Education Policy Center, 
hammers home the truth 

that parents have an awesome re-
sponsibility to make sure that they 
are functional enough to insure that 
children get to school. The study 
revealed that chronic absenteeism 
begins as early as kindergarten.

This is important because when 
children are 5 or 6 year old, it is not 
their responsibility to make it to the 
classroom. It is solely the responsi-
bility of the parent or parents to get 
the youngster to school. 

Nevertheless, according to the 
study, kindergarten is the grade with 
the second-highest rate of absentee-
ism, behind 12th grade, which tops 
the list. 

There’s no excuse for parents 
or guardians to have a kindergart-
ner with chronic absenteeism. That 
indicates dysfunctional behavior of 
the care-givers. To those who can’t 
get their charges to school at these 
early ages, get help. You are poten-
tially causing damage to your child’s 

future.
Children learn patterns. They are 

susceptible to following what they 
observe and are taught in their lives. 
Chronic absenteeism, whenever it 
occurs, increases the chances of a 
child dropping out of school prior 
to completing high school. If a child 
fails to complete high school, or go 
on to post-secondary education, their 
earning power diminishes greatly as 
an adult. If they suffer from chron-
ic absenteeism, they have already 
displayed a responsibility weakness 
that will hinder them as adults. What 
adult who loves a child would want 
prepare that sad legacy for the little 
one?

We are aware that parents face 
challenges, particularly if incomes 
are tight and the caregivers must 
work one or more jobs to keep the 
family doing well. We urge parents 
to talk to schools, and community 
organization, if they need help mak-
ing sure their kids are in school. The 
children must be in school and avoid 
multiple days off. Their future is at 
stake.

Absenteeism starts early

Seven years ago, I wrote a piece about 
the economist Richard Florida, his 
theory of economic growth, and 

the implications of his idea for Ogden. I 
thought it would be interesting to revisit 
the piece and see if Ogden had made any 
progress.

In his book, “The Rise of the Creative 
Class,” Richard 
Florida maintains 
that as regions have 
shifted to knowledge-
based economies, 
creativity has 
become the most 
important ingredient 
for economic growth 
and prosperity. In 
the view of Florida, 
companies locate 
where they can find 
creative and talented 
workers. The 
cities that prosper 
are the cities that 
successfully compete to attract the most 
creative workers. Those that succeed in 
attracting creative people are rewarded 
with high-paying jobs and economic 
growth. 

What attracts talented and creative 
people? Consider what creative people 
enjoy. Creative people crave creative 
stimulation. Communities that attract 
creative people are culturally rich, 
offering an eclectic menu of contemporary 
music, theater, symphony, galleries and 
museums. Creative people also like to meet 
and interact with other creative people, 
so they are drawn to communities with 
restaurants, cafes, coffee shops and other 
meeting places. Creative communities may 
also have a range of outdoor recreation 
opportunities.

Florida has his critics, but there does 
seem to be an intuitive link between a 
vibrant cultural community and economic 
development. Austin, Texas had an active 
music scene before Dell Computer 
made Austin its corporate headquarters. 
The Beat Generation gravitated to San 
Francisco more than a decade before 
the birth of Intel, Apple Computer and 
the other hallmarks of Silicon Valley. 
(According to Florida’s ranking, the top 
five cities for creativity are San Francisco, 
Austin, San Diego, Boston and Seattle.) 

So, is there any evidence that Ogden has 
been doing the things necessary to attract 
creative people? There certainly are strong 
examples. Since I first considered the issue 
of creativity and economic growth seven 

years ago, Ogden has made great progress.
Ogden has added a unique indie movie 

theater on 25th Street, Art House Cinema 
502. Weber State University’s Shaw 
Gallery, along with the Utah Film Center, is 
screening free independent movies at the 
Peery Egyptian Theater, and some of the 
screenings include a question and answer 

session with the film’s 
director.

Outdoor retailers and 
restaurants are clustering 
around the intersection 
of the Ogden River and 
Washington Blvd. Retailers 
on 25th Street continue 
to grow. The 25th Street 
renaissance, which began 
with a few shops and 
restaurants, now stretches 
from the Municipal 
Gardens to Union Station.  

While some downtown 
restaurants have closed 
their doors, every closure 

has been followed with the addition of 
two, three or four others. The Alleged 
bar, Lucky Slice Pizza, Restaurant 1107, 
Rovali’s, Slackwater Pub & Pizzeria, The 
Sonora Grill, and other cafes and coffee 
shops  have joined the Ogden dining scene 
since I wrote my original piece.

Weber State University’s Performing 
Arts Department continues to further 
the theatre scene in Ogden and beyond. 
Indeed, if you attend a play or musical 
along the Wasatch Front, the odds are the 
production has been touched in some way 
by a WSU student, faculty or alum. A good 
example is the Tony-nominated play, Venus 
in Fur, that is being staged by the Salt Lake 
Acting Company. The two-person play stars 
former WSU student Marza Warsinske 
and is directed by Tracy Callahan, a WSU 
faculty member. This is one of many 
examples that illustrates that Ogden is 
making a mark in the theatre community.

There have also been carefully-planned, 
intentional efforts to foster creativity in 
Ogden. Next month, an independent and 
entrepreneurial software development lab 
will open in an historic building near 23rd 
and Washington.  This building will serve 
as a gathering place for programmers, 
software developers and designers to 
interact and innovate.

It appears that Ogden is doing the 
things that attract creative people and 
foster economic growth. If Ogdenites 
support the arts, cultural and recreational 
opportunities in downtown, better things  
will certainly be on the horizon.  

What is Ogden’s creativity 
quotient?

Michael
Vaughan
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Editor,
When the Affordable 

Care Act was written, there 
was language put into the 
bill that included funding 
that took that out of the 
budgetary process. The 
ACA was passed into law 
and the U.S. Supreme Court 
made the decision that it was 
constitutionally legal. Since 
that time, the Republican 
Party has been doing its best 
to try to repeal that law, 43 
times, and failed each time.  

Rather than try to 
improve the language in the 
law, the Republican majority 
of the representatives and 
a few of the Republican 
senators have done their 
best to try to repeal or stop 
the implementation of that 
Affordable Care Act into 
society. 

Certainly, being a new 
health care law, it is having 
teething problems as it is 
introduced to the American 
public. There have been 
stoppages in the online 
application processes and 
some other frustrations. 
Remember, the open season 
is from Oct. 1, 2013 to 
March 31, 2014. There is 
time to work out the bugs 
in the programming and 
for everyone who wants to 
sign up for health insurance 

coverage in the healthcare 
market place, to get their 
applications in. If that is done 
before Dec. 15, 2013, the plan 
is effective as of Jan. 1, 2014. 

The Republicans 
have gone so far as to 
shut down the federal 
government to try to stop the 
implementation of the new 
law.  

That is really a low blow 
to the American public. 
This is being fostered by a 
very few members of the 
Republican majority in the 
Congress.

They are even telling false 
truths to try to intimidate 
the president into bowing to 
their ideas but that hasn’t 
worked, either. Why don’t the 
members of the Congress 
finally pass a new budget, 
one that hasn’t been done 
for a few years and start 
doing the jobs that they were 
elected to do and quit acting 
like school yard bullies who 
think that they can disrupt 
the whole U.S. economy to 
get their way? 

After all, next year is an 
election year and they are 
all going to have to rerun for 
the offices they hold now. We 
all will remember what has 
been done.

Clifford Tornow
Roy

Fix Obamacare’s ‘teething problems’ 

Editor,
I own a small local 

business in Ogden, and I’ve 
known Turner C. Bitton for 
years.  He is running for 
Ogden City Council and I’ve 
never met a more passionate 
man ready to improve the 
business climate in our city! 
He is grounded, logical and 

gifted when it comes to how 
government should work. 

As a business owner on 
Historic 25th Street I have 
complete confidence in 
Turner’s ability to help Ogden 
grow and prosper! Vote for 
Turner on November 5.

Alex Montanez
Ogden

Bitton passionate about Ogden’s business climate

Editor,
I recently saw a patient 

at a local Utah hospital who 
developed kidney failure 
because this patient has no 
insurance and could not get 
treatment in time. 

Now, this patient has renal 
failure for which Medicare, 
which pays for patients with 
end-stage renal failure, will 
likely end up spending close 
to a million dollars over this 
patient’s lifetime. It would 
have cost only a few thousand 
dollars to provide this person 
with insurance, much less 

than what will be spent now. 
This is not a rare case, 

and there are many more 
examples like this.

So, by not providing 
people with basic insurance, 
the taxpayers are spending 
way more on them. This is 
something I would like to tell 
anyone who is struggling to 
understand how, by providing 
more people with health 
insurance, we actually reduce 
health care costs incurred by 
taxpayers.

Adhish Agarwal, M.D.
Ogden

Providing people with insurance saves billions

Editor,
The Standard-Examiner’s 

position against banning 
wood-burning stoves must be 
based on nostalgia, and not 
the realities of Utah’s winter 
inversions (Oct. 9 editorial, 
“Hot air on wood-burning 
stoves”). I love a good campfire 
as much as the next person, 
but heating homes with wood 
in January makes no sense. 

Your argument that 
this proposed ban is an 
infringement on individual 
rights completely overlooks 
that we are all breathing the 
same air. 

If I owned a home along 
the Ogden River and were to 
suggest that my family has a 
long tradition of dumping raw 
sewage directly into the river, 
you would quickly play the 
public health card and demand 
that I stop contaminating a 
public resource. 

How is our air any 
different? The medical risks 
of fine particulate (PM2.5) are 
irrefutable, and a standard gas 
furnace emits 0.001 percent 
as much as many older wood 
stoves. 

I do agree that an outright 
ban on wood-stoves might 
be over-reaching, and would 
support an open discussion to 
develop a rational community 
air quality plan. This discussion 
could include banning older-
model stoves, establishing 
enforceable seasonal bans 
(December-February?), a 
county or city-funded stove/
furnace replacement program, 
and educating the public on 
the documented hazards or 
repeated exposure to wood 
smoke.

The editorial board needs 
to check its calendar and 
recognize that it’s no longer 
1850: You can’t just burn stuff, 
dump stuff, or shoot stuff on 
your 160 acres of rural land. 
Like it or not, we live in a city 
and have to manage the air as 
a (gasp!) shared resource that 
both liberals and conservatives 
can breathe safely.

Iain Hueton
Ogden

Wood heating in 
January is senseless




